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RESPONSE 



Sir: 

In response to the Office Action dated October 22, 2002, Applicants respectfully 
request reconsideration and allowance of this application in view of the following remarks. 
Status of the Claims 

Claims 1-13 are currently pending in the present application. Each of the pending 
claims stands rejected. 
Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. S 103 

Claims 1-10, 12 and 13 have been rejected under 35. U.S.C. §103(a) "as being 
unpatentable over Funke (DE 2906708) in view of Asaoka (JP 05169906)." Claim 1 1 has been 
rejected under 35. U.S.C. § 103(a) "as being unpatentable over Funke (DE 2906708) in view of 
Pegg." Because Applicants respectfully submit that the Examiner's interpretation of Funke is 
erroneous each of these rejections will be addressed simultaneously. 

The Examiner alleges that Funke discloses "a differential housing (1 1), a cover 
(30) attached to the differential housing (see Figure 2) with an integrally formed housing body 
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(8)." Office Action dated October 22, 2002 at p. 2. Applicants respectfully submit that this 
assertion is incorrect and shows a misunderstanding of Funke. Member 1 1 disclosed in Funke is 
rotatably attached to the housing body 8. Thus, member 1 1 is different from the differential 
housing disclosed in the present invention. 

Independent claims 1 and 7 are directed to an axle housing assembly. This 
assembly comprises, inter alia , an axle housing having a differential housing and a cover 
attached to the differential housing, the differential housing having an integrally formed housing 
body. The axle housing is mounted to the base frame by the support means. Further, the 
differential housing of the axle housing is secured at the convex repulsive force receiving 
member to the support means, not the base frame. 

Funke discloses that the housing body 8 is directly secured to the support means 5 
by a bolt 17. (Funke Figures 1 and 2). The Examiner erroneously asserts that member 1 1 
corresponds to the differential housing of the present invention. Office Action dated October 22, 
2002 at p. 2. In fact, housing body 8, not member 11, corresponds to the differential housing of 
the present invention. Member 1 1 disclosed in Funke is rotatably attached to the housing body 8. 
In this regard, member 1 1 is different from the differential housing of the present invention. 
Accordingly, the disclosure in Funke is different from the present invention wherein the axle 
housing of the present invention is supported at a supporting portion and receives repulsive force 
at a receiving portion not the supporting portion. That is, Funke does not disclose or suggest the 
repulsive force receiving member of the present invention. Neither Asaoka nor Pegg does 
anything to remedy this deficiency. 

Applicants respectfully submit that Funke in view of Asaoka or Pegg, individually 
or in combination, does not disclose or suggest an axle housing assembly as recited in 
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independent claims 1 and 7. Because the cited references fail to teach, disclose or suggest all the 
elements of independent claims 1 and 7 and because there is not proper motivation for the 
proposed modification, withdrawal of the rejection and allowance is respectfully requested. 

CONCLUSION 



For the foregoing reasons, it is believed that all of the claims as presently 
presented, are patentable, and that this application is now in allowable condition. 



Respectfully submitted, 
MORGAN & FINNEGAN, L.L.P. 



Dated: February 24, 2003 
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